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ROAD SAFETY — SPEED MONITORING SURVEYS 
Statement by Acting Minister for Road Safety 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Acting Minister for Road Safety) [9.05 am]: To monitor the effectiveness 
of the government’s efforts to reduce excessive speed–related road trauma, speed monitoring surveys have been 
conducted by Main Roads WA on an annual or biennial basis since 2000. Main Roads has completed 2013 speed 
surveys for the Perth metropolitan and Western Australian regional road networks. The 2013 compliance survey 
has shown some encouraging results, with the highest ever metropolitan compliance rate of approximately 
64.3 per cent, which is 11.3 per cent higher than in the baseline speed survey from 2000. There has been 
a two per cent increase in compliance on rural roads from the previous year, which was 10.2 per cent higher than 
the 2000 survey. Interestingly, the survey found that the greatest compliance with speed limits in metropolitan 
Perth occurs between Mondays and Wednesdays, falling on Thursdays and Fridays, with a significant reduction 
in compliance on Saturdays and Sundays. In country regions, the best compliance occurs between Tuesdays and 
Fridays; however, there is no significant reduction in compliance on the weekend. 
There is no doubt the improved behaviour can be attributed, in part, to the Liberal–National government’s 
$24.5 million enhanced speed enforcement program. The program, which commenced in 2010, included the 
introduction of speed and red-light intersection cameras in Western Australia. Located at 30 sites, the 
intersection cameras have resulted in a 60 per cent reduction of serious injury crashes at the intersections at 
which they have been installed. In addition, mobile vitronic speed cameras are able to measure the speed of up to 
four different lanes of traffic concurrently, significantly increasing the efficiency of mobile deployment. The 
enhanced program has directly led to a significant increase in the number of drivers monitored for speeding over 
the past five years. For example, in August, more than 4 217 490 vehicles were monitored for speeding. This is 
more than triple the five-year average for August of 1 370 221 vehicles. 
Most importantly, the increased compliance is resulting in reduced road trauma. In 2013, Western Australia 
experienced the lowest number of fatalities in which excessive speed was a factor since records began. Although 
the results of the 2013 speed monitoring survey are encouraging, it is clear that more needs to be done to ensure 
that drivers comply with the speed limit and trauma on our roads is reduced. I make the observation that the 
number of fatalities in the current calendar year has tragically increased, which highlights the point that more 
needs to be done in this area. 
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